Lobbying

+ What is lobbying?

Lobbyist

» What does a lobbyist do?
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Lobbyist Disclosure Act of 1995

PUBLIC LAW 104-65-DEC. 19,1995 109 STAT. 691
Public Law 104-65 104th Congress

109 STAT. 691

An Act

To provide for the disclosure of lobbying activities to influence the Federal Government, and for other purposes.
Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the United States of America in Cong

SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE

This Act may be cited as the “Lobbying re Act of 1995",

SEC. 2. FINDINGS.

The Congress finds that-

(1) responsible representat /ernment requires public awareness of the efforts of paid lobbyists to influence the public decisionmaking
process In both the (eg! ‘executive branchés of the Federal Government;

e statutes have been ineffective because of uncl o and enforcement
pro dan a o 1s required to register at the

(3) the effective public disclosure of th and extent of the efforts of paid lobbyists to influence Federal officials in the conduct of
Government actions will increase publi i the Integrity of Government.

Lobbyist Disclosure Act of 1995

SEC. 4. REGISTRATION OF LOBBYIST:
(a) REGISTRATION. -

(1) GENERAL RULE.-No later than 45 days after a lobbyist first makes a lobbying
contact or is employed or retained to make a lobbying contact, whichever i$ earlier,
such lobbyist (or, as provided under paragraph (2), the organization employing such
lobbyist), shall register with the Secretary of the Senate and the Clerk of the House
of Representatives.

(2) EMPLOYER FILING.-Any organization that has 1 or more employees who are
lobbyists shall file a single registration under this section on behalf of such
employees for each client on whose behalf the employees act as lobbyists.

Lobbyist Disclosure Act of 1995

SEC. 5. REPORTS BY REGISTERED LOBBYISTS.

(2) SEMIIANNUAL REPORT.-No later than 45 days after the end of the semiannual period beginning on the first day of each
January ly of each year in which a registrant is registered under section 4, each registrant shall file a
Feport with the Secretary of the and the Clerk of the House of Representatives on its lobbying activities during such
semiannual period. A separate report shall be filed for each client of the registrant.

(b) CONTENTS OF REPORT.-Each semiannual report filed under subsection () shall contain-

(1) the name of the registrant, the name of the client, and any changes or updates to the information provided in the
initial registration;

2) for each general issue area in which the registrant engaged in lobbying activities on behalf of the client during the
semiannual filing period-

(A) a List of the specific issues upon which a lobbyist employed by the registrant engaged in lobbying activities, including,
1o the maximum extent practicable, a Ut of bill numbers and references to specific executive branch actions;

(B) a statement of the Houses of Congress and the Federal agencies contacted by lobbyists employed by the registrant on
behalf of the client;

(C) a st of the employees of the registrant who acted as lobbyists on behalf of the client; and
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Lobbyist Disclosure Act of 1995

SEC. 5. REPORTS BY REGISTERED LOBBYISTS.

(D)2 description of the interest, if any, of any foreign entity identified under section 4(b)(4) in the specific fsues ls
inder subparagraph (A};
3) i the case of a lobbying frm, a good faith estimate of the total amount of all income fram the client (ncluding any
payments to the registrant by any other person for lobbying activities on behalf of the client) during th iannu
period, other than ihcome for matters that are unrelated to obbying activities; and

{4117 the caie of 8 regiprant engaged in lobbying activities on its oy behalf, 2 good faith estimate of the gotal expenges
that the registrant an loyees incurred in connection with lobbying activifies during miannual filing period.

{C)ESTIMATES OF INCOME OR wsnsss.-ror purposes of this section, estimates of income or expenses shall be made as
llows:

(1) Estimates of amounts in excess of $10,000 shall be rounded to the nearest $20,000.

(2) In the event income or expenses do not exceed $10,000, the registrant shall include a statement that income or
expenses Sotaled 162 than $10:000 for the reporting period.

) Aregistrant that reparts lobbying expenditures pursuant to section 6033(b)(8) of the Internal Revenue Code of 1986 may
sfy the r

e to report income or expenses by filing with the seuatary e Senate and the Clerk of the Ho
O Representaties a-copy of Bee for Pied in Secbrdante With Section 603 () ).

Lobbyist Disclosure Act of 1995

SEC. 6. DISCLOSURE AND ENFORCEMENT.
The Secretary of the Senate and the Clerk of the House of Representatives shall

1) provide suidance and assistance o1 the registration and reporting requirements of this Act and develop common standart
BrOBeaesFor Compliance with this Act kil g

wly review, and, where necessary, verify and inquire to ensure the accuracy, completeness, and timeliness of registration and reports;

(3) develop filing, coding, and cross-indexing systems to carry out the purpose of this Act, including

(A) a publicly available lst of all registered lobbyists, lobbying firms, and their clients; and

(B) computerized systems designed to minimize the burden of filing and maximize public access to materials fled under this Act;

(4) make available for public inspection and copying at reasonable times the registrations and reports filed under this Act;

(5) retain registrations for a period of at least 6 years after they are terminated and reports for a period of at least 6 years after they are filed;

6)compile and symmarize, with respect to each sem-annual period, the information contained in registrations and reports filed with respect to
‘Pefiod in a clear and complete Mmanner;

(7) notify any lobbyist or obbying firm in writing that may be in noncompliance with this Act; and

{8) notiy the United States Attomey for the Distictof Columbia that a lobbyist o lobbying firm may be iy noncomplian
resTatran has been notfied n wriing and R e Lo T OGL o SPETOpTIALS responcd w8 Sy arier more Was e Lnder baragraph
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SEC. 6. DISCLOSURE AND ENFORCEMENT,
‘The Secretary of the Senate and the Clerk of the House of Representatives shall-

(1) provide guidance and assistance on the registration and reporting requirements of this Act and develop common standards, rles, and
RS for o o W e ety 2 porss = B

(2) review, and, where necessary, verify and inquire to ensure the accuracy, completeness, and timeliness of registration and reports;

(3) develop filing, coding, and cross-indexing systems to carry out the purpose of this Act, including

(A) a publicly available st of all registered lobbyists, lobbying firms, and their clients; and

(B) computerized systems designed to minimize the burden of filing and maximize public access to materials filed under this A

{4) make available for public inspection and copying at reasonable times the registrations and reports filed under this Act;

(5) retain registrations for a period of at least 6 years after they are terminated and reports for a period of at least 6 years after they are filed;

6) compile and summarize, with respect to each semi-annual period, the information contained in registrations and reports filed with respect to
S0t5 Period ina clear and complete manners P o e ;

(7) notify any lobbyist or obbying firm in writing that may be in noncompliance with this Act; and

{8) potifythe United States Attomey for the Distict of Columbia that  lobbyit o labbying firm may be In liance with this Act, if the.
tsgltrant has been notled n wring and s faed to provice an appropriate Rhin 60 days after NOLICE was ven Under paragraph
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+ Whoever knowingly fails to-

« (1) remedy a defective filing within 60 days after notice of such a defect
by the Secretary of the Senate or the Clerk of the House of
Representatives; or

* (2) comply with any other provision of this Act; shall, upon proof of such
knowing violation by a preponderance of the evidence, be subject to a
civil fine of not more than $50,000, depending on the extent and gravity
of the violation.

The Catalyst
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NRS 218H

NRS 218H.180 Certain persons deemed to be lobbyists for purposes of continuing applicability; period of
contmumg applicability; ‘exceptions.

. pExcept as otherwise provided in subsection 2, a person whois required to register s a lobbyist
during regular or special session shall be deemed g be'a lobbyit for the purposes of this chapter from
e ‘activity that required reg|strat|cn T e T I regmar
session, whether or not the pet

(a) Properly registered as a lobbym for the regular or special session pursuant to NRS 218H.200; or

* 51gilb);Filed 2 notice of termination of session activity for the regular or special session pursuant to NRS

2. The provisions of subsection 1 do not apply to a person who:

* ijal8) Geases all lobbying activities and terminates all representation concerning the interests of all
clients to all members of the Legislative Branch;
(b) Thereafter, does not ot engage In ot olherwvse provide, or offer, promise, agree or attempt to engage
n of 2then vide, ying activities or representation concerning the interests of any clients fo
any members of the Legislative Branch at any time before the commencement of the next regutar session:

NRS 218H

* NRS 218H.200 Registration statement required during session; filing with Director;
exceptions.

very person who acts as a lobbyist during a regular or special session shall, not later
than days after the begmmng of that activity, file a regmrauon statement wnh the Dwrector
in such form as the Director prescribes, unless the person qualifies for an exemp!
exception from the re u|rements to register as a lobbyist pursuant to any regulanons adopted
in accordance with NRS 218H.500.

The Director shall not accept a registration statement from a former Legislator who
mber of the Legislature during the |mmed|alety lecedmo legutal sess\on in the
classmcatmn set forth in NRS 218H.500 of a lobbyist who rece ves J) n for his or
er lobbying activities unless the former Leg|slalo| certifies in wrmng, un el pena ty of
S‘wrg that he or she qualifies under the exception set forth in subsect

NRS 218H

IDENTIFICATION BADGES

. NRS 218H.300 Issuance b¥ Director; different color for each classification
i

requirement to wear in Legislative Building.

. 1. The Director shall furnish an appropriate identification badge to each
lobbyist who files a registration statement under this chapter. The identification
g f?ge fotr ealch classification of lobbyist set forth in NRS Z18H.500 must be a

ifferent color.

2. The identification badge must be worn by the lobbyist whenever the
lobbylst appears in the Legislafive Building.
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NRS 218H

REPORTS OF LOBBYING ACTIVITIES
NRS 218H.400 Duty to file; form; contents; itemization of expenditures; audits and investigations.
1. Each registrant shall file with the Directo:

(a) Within 30 days after the close of a regular or special session, a final report signed under penalty of
perjury concerning the registrant’s lobbying activities; and

(b) Between the 1st and 10th day of the month after each month that the Legislature is in a regular or
special session, a report concerning the registrant’s lobbying activities during the previous month, whether or
not any expenditures were made.

2. Each report must:

() Be on a form prescribed by the Director; and

(b) Include the total of all expenditures, if any, made by the registrant on behalf of a Legislator or an
organization whose primary purpose is to provide support for Legislators of a particular political party and

House, including expenditures made by others on behalf of the registrant if the expenditures were made with
the registrant’s express or implied consent or were ratified by the registrant.

NRS 218H

REPORTS OF LOBBYING ACTIVITIES
3. Except as otheryise provided i subsection 6, the report;

() Must identify each Legislator and each organization whose primary purpose is to provide support for Legislato
whote hehalf expenditures were made: it i o

(6) Must be itemized with respect t sislator and organizatic

(c) Does not have to fnclude any expenditure mac
for Legislators of a partcular poitica party and

4.1 expenditures made by or on behalf of a registrant during the previous month exceed $50, the report must include a compilation of expenditures,
itemized i the manner required b the regulations of the Legisiative Commission.

T Legislative Commission may authorize an auditor nvestiation by the Legistative Auditor that s proper and necessary o verify compliance with the
ionsof s section. f he Legisative Commission autharizes such an AUt o Investgation i :

(a) A lobbyist shall make available to the Legislative Auditor al books, accounts, claims, reports, vouchers and other records requested by the Legistative
Auditor in Comnection with any such audit or investigation.

(5) The Leg ditorshall confine requests for such records to those which specifically relate to the lobbyist’s compliance with the reporting
S e

6. Areport filed pursuant o this section must not temize with fslator an expenditure If the expenditure is the cost o a party, meal

function or other social event to which every Legistator was invited.

NRS 294A
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Citizens United

« The court held 5-4 that the freedom of speech clause of the First
Amendment prohibits the government from restricting
independent expenditures for political campaigns by corporations,
including nonprofit corporations, labor unions, and other
associations.

Citizens United

https://youtu.be/UgQGJjQq4uk?si=PPoJDkgRSne4rnsf

Citizens United

https://youtu.be/_xxilejOmSo?si=hRB6yOTz8XAL_G
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* Questions




